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AMMAN, Jordan — President
Trump, who has been accused by
lawmakers of dragging his feet on
Afghanistan, has settled on a new
strategy to carry on the nearly 16-
year-old conflict there, adminis-
tration officials said Sunday. The
move, following a detailed review,
is likely to open the door to the de-
ployment of several thousand
troops.

“The president has made a deci-
sion,” Defense Secretary Jim Mat-
tis told reporters on an overnight
flight that arrived in Amman, Jor-
dan, on Sunday. “I am very com-
fortable that the strategic process
was sufficiently rigorous.”

Mr. Mattis declined to say what
steps the president had ordered,
including on troop levels, saying
that the president wanted to out-
line the new approach himself.

The defense secretary received
the authority in June to send as
many as 3,900 troops to Afghanis-
tan so that the United States mili-
tary could expand its efforts to ad-
vise Afghan forces and support
them with American artillery and
airpower. But Mr. Mattis has re-
frained from building up the
American force there until the
Trump administration agreed on a
broader strategy.

The White House said in a state-
ment that Mr. Trump would ad-
dress the American public and
American troops “on a path for-
ward for America’s engagement
in Afghanistan and South Asia” in
a speech at Fort Myer, Va., Mon-
day night.

American military command-
ers have argued during the
monthslong policy assessment
that the additional troops would
enable the United States to re-
verse gains made by the Taliban
and militant groups like the Is-
lamic State’s Afghan affiliate, the
Islamic State in Khorasan.

Administration aides, under or-
ders to let Mr. Trump announce
the details, hinted that any Ameri-
can commitment to increase force
levels would require steps by the 
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WASHINGTON — John F.
Kelly, the new White House chief
of staff, told Stephen K. Bannon in
late July that he needed to go: No
need for it to get messy, Mr. Kelly
told Mr. Bannon, according to sev-
eral people with firsthand knowl-
edge of the exchange. The two
worked out a mutually amicable
departure date for mid-August,
with President Trump’s blessing.

But as Mr. Trump struggled last
week to contain a growing public
furor over his response to a
deadly, race-fueled melee in Vir-
ginia, Mr. Bannon clashed with
Mr. Kelly over how the president
should respond. Give no ground to
your critics, Mr. Bannon urged the
president, with characteristic
truculence.

At the same time, New York real
estate investor friends told Mr.
Trump that the situation with Mr.
Bannon was untenable: Steve
Roth on Monday, Tom Barrack on
Tuesday and Richard LeFrak on
Wednesday.

By Thursday, after Mr. Bannon
undercut American policy toward
North Korea in an interview pub-
lished by a left-leaning magazine,
Mr. Trump himself had concluded
that Mr. Bannon was too much of a
liability.

By Friday, when he was forced
out as Mr. Trump’s chief strat-
egist, Mr. Bannon had found him-
self isolated inside a White House
where he once operated with such
autonomy that he reported only to
the president himself.

This account is based on inter-
views with a dozen White House
aides, associates of the president’s
and friends of Mr. Bannon’s.

A former Naval officer, Mr. Ban-
non speaks often in the language
of combat — of escalating conflict
to “nuclear” levels and driving his
enemies “ballistic.” But in the end,
he had lost the war against a list of
enemies that included nearly ev-
eryone in the West Wing. They in-
cluded not just the adversaries
whose conflicts with Mr. Bannon
were widely aired — Gary D.
Cohn, the president’s chief eco-
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People prepared on Sunday for the most sweeping total eclipse in the United States in nearly a century. Clockwise from top left: the
Eclipse Fest in Weiser, Idaho; Mason Parrone of Southern Illinois University’s astronomy club; Jake Flyn helping set up for a viewing
at Sanford Stadium in Athens, Ga.; a vehicle at a Wyoming campground. The path of Monday’s eclipse will cross 14 states. Page A17.
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Jerry Lewis, the comedian and
filmmaker who was adored by
many, disdained by others, but un-
questionably a defining figure of
American entertainment in the
20th century, died on Sunday
morning at his home in Las Vegas.
He was 91.

His death was confirmed by his
publicist, Candi Cazau.

Mr. Lewis knew success in mov-
ies, on television, in nightclubs, on
the Broadway stage and in the
university lecture hall. His career
had its ups and downs, but when it
was at its zenith there were few
stars any bigger. And he got there
remarkably quickly.

Barely out of his teens, he shot
to fame shortly after World War II
with a nightclub act in which the
rakish, imperturbable Dean Mar-
tin crooned and the skinny, hyper-
active Mr. Lewis capered around
the stage, a dangerously volatile
id to Mr. Martin’s supremely re-
laxed ego.

After his break with Mr. Martin
in 1956, Mr. Lewis went on to a suc-
cessful solo career, eventually

writing, producing and directing
many of his own films.

As a spokesman for the Muscu-
lar Dystrophy Association, Mr.
Lewis raised vast sums for char-
ity; as a filmmaker of great per-
sonal force and technical skill, he
made many contributions to the
industry, including the invention

in 1960 of a device — the video as-
sist, which allowed directors to re-
view their work immediately on
the set — still in common use.

A mercurial personality who
could flip from naked neediness to
towering rage, Mr. Lewis seemed
to contain multitudes, and he ex-

A Transcendent Jester, Both Silly and Stormy
By DAVE KEHR

Jerry Lewis during the Muscular Dystrophy Association’s Labor
Day telethon in 2005. He hosted the benefit for over 40 years.

JAE C. HONG/ASSOCIATED PRESS

JERRY LEWIS, 1926-2017

Continued on Page A22

Dick Gregory, the pioneering
satirist who transformed cool hu-
mor into a barbed force for civil
rights in the 1960s, then veered
from his craft for a life devoted to
protest and fasting in the name of
assorted social causes, health re-
gimens and conspiracy theories,
died Saturday in Washington. He
was 84.

Mr. Gregory’s son Christian
Gregory, who announced his
death on social media, said more
details would be released in the
coming days. Mr. Gregory had
been admitted to a hospital on
Aug. 12, his son said in an earlier
Facebook post.

Early in his career, Mr. Gregory
insisted in interviews that his first
order of business onstage was to
get laughs, not to change how
white America treated Negroes
(the accepted word for African-
Americans at the time). “Humor
can no more find the solution to
race problems than it can cure
cancer,” he said. Nonetheless, as
the civil rights movement was
kicking into high gear, whites who

caught his club act or listened to
his routines on records came
away with a deeper feel for the na-
tion’s shameful racial history.

Mr. Gregory was a break-
through performer in his appeal to
whites — a crossover star, in con-
trast to veteran black comedians
like Redd Foxx, Moms Mabley

and Slappy White, whose earthy,
pungent humor was mainly con-
fined to black clubs on the so-
called chitlin circuit.

Though he clearly seethed over
the repression of blacks, he re-
sorted to neither scoldings nor
lectures when playing big-time 

With Sly Wit, Humanizing a Struggle for Justice
By CLYDE HABERMAN

Dick Gregory in Norfolk, Va., in October 1968, when he was
running for president on the Freedom and Peace Party ticket.
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BARCELONA, Spain — Until
Thursday, just hours before the
Barcelona attack, many of the
young men seemed to be living
completely normal lives. One had
slept late, his mother said. An-
other had worked as a waiter
serving wine in a mountaintop
restaurant days before. Several
were eating kebabs, looking re-
laxed.

By Friday morning, seven were
dead, an eighth was critically
wounded, and one was on the run.
Three others were detained by the
police. They had grown up togeth-
er, and among them were four sets
of brothers. Most of them were not
even 25 years old.

All 12 are now suspected by in-
vestigators of having played a
part in the attacks that killed 14
and wounded more than 80. Most
of the victims died after being run
over on Las Ramblas, the main pe-
destrian boulevard in Barcelona,
blighting Spain’s recent image as
a place relatively untouched by

terrorism and rattling nerves
across Europe.

“These guys were normal, they
said ‘hello, goodbye,’ they all
worked, they had cars, they had
parents,” said Habiba al Loquiat, a
resident of Ripoll, the small town
where many of them lived, and
where Ms. Loquiat attended a
gathering on Saturday of Moroc-
cans in solidarity with the victims.
“They didn’t live in misery. Every-

Suspects in Barcelona Attack
Had Ties to Imam Linked to ISIS

This article is by Alissa J. Rubin,
Patrick Kingsley and Palko Karasz.
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Residents of Ripoll, Spain,
mourned and showed solidari-
ty with victims in Barcelona.
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WASHINGTON — Rinat Akh-
metshin, a Russian immigrant
who met last summer with senior
Trump campaign officials, has of-
ten struck colleagues as a classic
Washington mercenary — loyal to
his wife, his daughter and his bank
account. He avoided work that
would antagonize Moscow, they
suggested, only because he prof-
ited from his reputation as a man
with valuable connections there.

But interviews with his associ-
ates and documents reviewed by
The New York Times indicate that
Mr. Akhmetshin, who is under
scrutiny by the special counsel
Robert S. Mueller III, has much
deeper ties to the Russian govern-
ment and Kremlin-backed oli-
garchs than previously known.

He has an association with a for-
mer deputy head of a Russian spy
service, the F.S.B., and a history of
working for close allies of Presi-
dent Vladimir V. Putin. Twice, he
has worked on legal battles for

Russian tycoons whose oppo-
nents suffered sophisticated
hacking attacks, arousing allega-
tions of computer espionage. He
helped federal prosecutors bring
corruption charges against an
American businessman in the for-
mer Soviet Union who turned out
to be working for the C.I.A.

He also helped expose possible
corruption in government con-
tracting that complicated Ameri-
can efforts to keep troops at an air
base in Kyrgyzstan — an Ameri-
can presence that the Russians
fiercely opposed.

In short, Mr. Akhmetshin’s
projects over two decades in
Washington routinely advanced
the Kremlin’s interests, especially
after he became an American citi-
zen in 2009. American counterin-
telligence agents took notice of his
activities, but drew no conclu-
sions about where his allegiances
lay, according to a former law en-
forcement official who spoke on
condition of anonymity, citing
government secrecy rules.

Guest at Trump Tower Meeting
Has Aided Close Allies of Putin

This article is by Sharon
LaFraniere, David D. Kirkpatrick
and Kenneth P. Vogel.
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What impact will Stephen K.
Bannon have from his perch at the
conservative website Breitbart
News? Mediator. Page B1.

New Chapter in Media War

While Guam’s fate may be decided by
distant world leaders, its future lies in
young, local hands. PAGE A8

Voices From Guam

The staff at Bronx-Lebanon feels an
increased sense of purpose and camara-
derie after a deadly shooting. PAGE A18
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After Tragedy, a Hospital Heals

State officials are trying to protect the
Blue Hole, a beloved Catskills spot that
has been overrun by crowds. PAGE A20

Pool Isn’t So Pristine Anymore

Leslie Jones, an Emmy nominee for
best supporting actress in a comedy
series, discusses “Saturday Night Live”
and social media. PAGE C1
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Fun to Be Funny

Prosecutors said two men accused of
murder had sexual fantasies of killing
others and then themselves. PAGE A11

NATIONAL A11-17

Dark Details of Chicago Killing

Counselors like Sharon Barker brace for
the challenge of promoting insurance
that the president is attacking. PAGE A11

Heavy Lift for Health Care

Apple, Facebook and Google are prom-
ising to spend big to push their way into
the hypercompetitive world of scripted
television, and Hollywood is gearing up
for a creative arms race. PAGE B1

BUSINESS DAY B1-5

Scramble for the TV Screen

Soaring housing prices in major urban
areas have created brutal commutes
like one worker’s daily three-hour car,
train and bus trip to her $81,000-a-year
job in San Francisco. PAGE B1

Up at 2:15, at Work by 7

Paul Krugman PAGE A25

EDITORIAL, OP-ED A24-25

With a 5-1 victory at Fenway Park, the
Red Sox won the weekend series and
took a five-game division lead. PAGE D1

SPORTSMONDAY D1-6

Yankees Fall to Boston Again

Ten sailors were missing and five were
injured after a Navy destroyer ran into
an oil tanker early Monday. PAGE A6
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Collision Off Singapore Coast
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Today, sunshine and patchy clouds,
very warm, high 88. Tonight, partly
cloudy, low 74. Tomorrow, partly
sunny, very warm, more humid,
high 88. Weather map, Page B6.
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